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-^ujniju.in, April . 2-T-Bi*i| Ain’s- 
^political establishment .Ihast 
^closed. ranks to block? an^ in-'; 

,quiry into the affairs o f Kenn -t 
t eth. Littlejohn, the fugitive 
h %anK roooer recruited byjmili- 
Sary intelligence to fight the 
Jllegal Irish Republican ittmy. 

£ Prime Minister Harold Wil- 
son has formally rejected pro- 
posals for an independent in- 
vestigation into the matter. 

^■Answering a written question 
■ r #n 'Parliament, Wilsoiji said: 

***No credence can be attached 
to what Littlejohn hks said 
'’about the details of Mis rela- 
tions with the British intelli- 
gence^ and security f services, 

and nothing he has: s^id. ^ould 

justify making, this mhtjfcer:the ; : .r; ..HAROLD WLSOitf * - 
^subject ^of. further ftviefr dr - . different viewpoint 

..mdependent mquiryJ] . v . /• , V • 

% Littlejohn.'V;'.eschi/dd . {from? 

Mount joy Prison /in Dubln 
last iuonth, /where h<£ was serv- 
ing 20'; years -for /lobbing a< 

Dublin bank of $160, ®J0. In 
i-vtwo sensational [/interviews. 

;:. with a '. weekly and with the: 

British Broadcasting CO'., Litt- 


ootu nc oidgcu UUi 

Motheir crimes with tthe ap- 
iSSroval of British/' /military in- 
telligence to discredit the IRA 
**and prod the Irish Republic 
«8nto tougher,/ legislation 
^gainst terrorists; 
i*r> ^Littlejohn also '-said his spy- 
piasters ordered -him to 
^‘disintegrate^ ;6eah MacS- 
^tipfain, a key IRA leader, . and 
“told Littlejohn to shoot if nec- 
essary at British soldiers if 
they interf erred with his esca- 
lades. 

u When ; .Wilsoii was an opposi 
tion leader last summer, he 
urged fellow Lahorites in (Par- 
lament to ..impress . Edward 
death's- Toryijgoyernment for 
fean : inpuiry ipto .the link ybe- 
J veen ; Littlelbhnnand intelli 


3&is: yiew^l]|s changed. Knowl- 
^cl/ieable ^qurc^ s here say Wil- 
totnerffLabdrite^ 



Jgence. in response to a Labor 
.iqember’s question, the De- 
fense Ministry acknowledged 
•that its chief, Lord Carring- 
ton, had authorized one of his 
3pp subordinates to interview 
Littlejohn 4jid to collect infor- 
mation fronj him. 

Now tht /Wilson is in power, 


Jlic,ft Wfgg-> : hais^Been 
^ eliding' Littlejphn’s^. Vstate- 
wfrients #d, Uke WRsdri, irisist- 
jgng tha||theibank^ fobberlshih- 
^qrthy •of belief.':" - 

^■/Somqjwhtf have been follow- 
gfng the /affair. have noted, how- 
^verl Uiat$ ‘VVigg;. may have 
JJone at this task too enthusi- 

t Really. He has charged that 
littlejfohn/ 32, was involved in 
still another bank robbery at 
Smethwick in Britain, for 
which -he was never prosecu- 
ted. 

. Since Littlejohn was^fleeing 
from a .warrant for the Smeth- 
wick caper when he came to 
London to work for military 
intelligence in 1971, Wigg’^ 
statement seems to be a clue 
that his spymasters promised 
Littlejohn immunity for this 
affair. 

Despite its embarrassment, 
the * intelligence community 
here has found some profit in 
Littlejohn’s revelations. For 


one thing, they have ended 
the spy career of Pamela 
Countess of Onslnw. AnTmthu- 
SiaStic amateur, she was part 
of a network in the active in- 
telligence or agent provocat- 
eur branch of military intelli- 
gence and recruited Littlejohn 
an his brother for the Defense 
Ministry. 

As a result of all the public- 
ity,; her operation has been 
“wrapped up, folded up and 
blocked off,” according to 
knowledgeable sources with a 
professional contempt for am- 
ateur spymasters. 
y One seemingly unexplained 
question is why Wilson should 
be/ eager' to drape a mantle of 
silence over an affair that has 
largely embarrassed the previ- 
ous Conservative administra- 
tibn/Those privy to the deci- 
sion say that the prime minis- 
ter figures he would receive 
no political credit for airing a 
spy scandal. Most Britons do 
not like dirty linen aired, par- 
ticularly in security matters. 

• Professional intelligence 

men" hope that Little jdh’n; po w 
on the run, will not be caught : 
and that this will end the' af- !■ 
fair. They do. expect', howevfr; ; 
that.tjie glib; charming •under- •? 
world ' figu re.. ! wi ll. v s p e ak out : 
again, fori money.. British -tafoC 
loid newspaper^:- write/: large ; 
checks, for r^el‘atibn^ c df\the 
lattlejohn y&iefy ; . an<$ Ke ;i is 
Ukely to expMhtthis. ;If;Hhe ■ 
government’s /present?: ’ pfen. ■• 
holds, however; 1 fin/ther stories ’ 
will be greeted with cold, off i : 
cial silence. ; , 

The' - episode illustrates 
difficulty of penetrating offi- 
cial secrecy, here. Some* for- 
eign observers think that/ the ; 
parliamentary routine of ques- 
tioning ministers prevents 
cover ups, but the system does 
not really 'work that way. i 
Question time simply provides 
member's with a chance to 
score glancing, political points j 
and. rarely compels the.’ ;pro : j ; 
duction of damaging : inform a- 
tton, • , t.' ' . ./ -' 

1; -If Wilson gets another ques- 
tion/ about little john, he can 
fob it off Myyr,ef erring.: to the 
answer he hasj already given. 
There is no equivalent hqre to j 
the congressional committee, : 
uncontrolled by cabinet mein- J 
bers; . pounding away , at a 
stoiiewalling government. • : ; 

The press, moreover, is ' in- 
hibited by a whole series of le- 
gal; devices— the prohibition . 
against revealing officialese- ! 
crets,- stringent rules of con- 
terript and a harsh, libel law. 

■ .The BBG had tentatively 


pTapne d . another program on . 
Littlejohn/fpr • tonight? hut it 
was? ; cancelled. The / npricom- 
mprcial I^oadcasting^. system 
. here ; is reluctant . to / push its 
own disclosures tdo far, and 
.the -failure ofTeading papers 
o folibw/ its lead has'diseour- > 
age^ano'ther try. • . y 
The;, case, however, leaves 
some • hard questions 
unanswered 1 

; H • Ho\y/could responsible of- 
ficials like Carrington encour- 
age an underworld figure to 
serVe as agent on 'the explo- 
sive Irish scene? 1 j 

• Have agents of British in- : 
telligence. .committed some .- 
of the outrages: in ;Ulster ( and 
Ireland attributed' toterrbrists 
of the IRA and its ’ Protestant 
equivalents? 

! Was the. Dublin .bomb that 
•'.provoked the Irish legislature 
to pass tough, anti-IRA legisla- 
tion 16 months ago the handi- 
work of British military 
intelligence? ' 


